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THE  UKaftia  DISTRICT  OF  vTYMOflDHAM 


THE  AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  I96I, 


Mr*  Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1961. 


FAIR  DO  1  Si 

The  long  am  of  preventive  medicine  is  concerned  with  the 
arrest  of  many  social  evilsj  accidents  have  a  prominent  .position 
on  the  Evils  list  particularly  those  arising  f  rom  ignorance, 
carelessness,  or  gross  negligence. 

Society  rejects  the  placing  of  intolerable  restrictions  on 
the  individual  or  the  community  in  an  effort  to  secure  better 
accident  prevention.  The  basic  tenet  of  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Accidents  is  that  "the  most  potent  cause  of 
accidents  is  failure  of  the  human  element  for  which  Education 
(through  Training  and  Infomation)  is  the  main  and  frequently 
the  only  remedy". 

Unfortunately  there  has  been  a  serious  failure  in  education 
as  a  remedy  for  accident  prevention.  The  Society  is  so  concerned 
with  the  casualty  details  of  the  1961  fireworks  session  (in  spite 
of  vigorous  propaganda)  that  it  has  urged  the  Home  Secretary  to 
introduce  legislation  to  prohibit  the  retail  distribution  of 


fireworks  except  for  organised  displays.  During  the  Guy 
Fawkes  celebrations  in  England  there  were  over  400  hospital 
admissions  and  more  than  5 >000  out-patient  treatments  for 
fireworks  accidents;  cases  treated  by  general  practitioners 
are  not  recorded  but  no  doubt  they  were  considerable. 


Fireworks  are  just  one  of  the  causes  of  disaster  brought 
about  by  stupid  and  irresponsible  behaviour;  the  boy  who  pops 
a  lighted  banger  into  his  pal's  pocket  may  be  classed  with 
the  leather- jacketed  youth  who  does  a  'ton”  on  his  motorcycle 
hoping  that  a  broken  bone  or  two  will  enhance  his  prestige. 
Drunken  drivers  must  here  be  mentioned  and  all  those  who 
flirt  with  accident  just  for  "kicks".  Naturally  enough  much 
sympathy  is  felt  for  the  victims  of  these  avoidable  "accidents". 
Little  thought  is  given,  however,  to  the  high  medical  cost  of 
such  escapades  and  for  which,  incidentally,  the  community 
must  pay. 


We  need  all  the  hospital  beds,  nurses  and  surgeons  we  can 
get  for  those  who  meet  with  general  misfortune  and  patiently 
await  the  long  expected  hospital  admission  ticket;  there  is 
no  margin  for  victims  of  unnecessary  "accidents"  which  by 
their  nature  claim  priority  treatment.  A  Guy  Fawkes  bums 
case  may  require  months  of  hospital  treatment  and  many  hours 
of  attention  by  a  plastic  surgeon  and  his  nurses. 


Education,  we  are  told,  cannot  halt  the  foolish  violence 
which  results  in  personal  injuries.  The  recognised  remedy  in 
these  circumstances,  is  to  bring  offenders  before  a  court  of 
law  and  impose  on  a  convicted  person  penalties  which  may 
include  heavy  damages  and  costs. 


But  even  so  justice  is  not  fully  satisfied.  There  is 
still  another  account  to  be  settled;  the  cost,  borne  by  the 
Health  Service ,  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  offender's 
victims  and  possibly  of  himself.  It  is  true  that  under  the 
Road  Traffic  Act  a  hospital  administration  can  claim  up  to  a 
maximum  of  £50  for  medical  expenses  in  cases  where  damages 
are  awarded  in  motor  accidents  on  a  public  highway,  but  this 
small  sum  must  contribute  little  to  the  hospital  expenses  of 
the  85 >000  persons  seriously  injured  on  our  roads  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  In  the  eyes  of  the  tax -pay or  and  the  hospital 
administrator  it  would  appear  as  simple  justice  if  the  court 
awarded  an  additional  sum  to  cover  the  full  costs  of  medical 
treatment  when  assessing  damages  in  all  accident  cases. 


SMALLPOX  AND  VACCINATION. 


More  and  more  air  travellers  are  getting  about  more  and 
more  rapidly,  consequently  there  is  an  ever  increasing  hazard 
from  imported  disease.  This  was  well  illustrated  by  the 
outbreak  of  smallpox  which  caused  much  public  alarm  in  England 
in  the  Autumn  of  I96I.  The  outbreak  gave  rise  to  a  widespread 
public  demand  for  vaccination  but  the  policy  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  was  to  use  all  resources  and  energies  in  vaccination 
campaigns  designed  to  check  spread  from  positive  sources  of 
infection  and  at  the  same  time  provide  cover  vaccination,  in 
other  areas,  for  potential  front-line  contacts  such  as  doctors, 
nurses,  public  health  inspectors  and  those  travelling  into 
infected  areas. 
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Negligible  though  the  risk  may  he  in  all  forms  of 
immunisations  the  possibility  more  or  less  of  serious 
complications  arising  from  smallpox  vaccination  cannot  be 
completely  overlooked.  Such  a  risk  may  be  less  than  one  in 
fifty  thousand  vaccinations  and  applies  for  the  greater  part 
to  adults  v/ho  are  being  vaccinated  for  the  first  time.  The 
risk,  small  as  it  is,  is  further  diminished  if  vaccination 
is  carried  out  in  infancy. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  is  that  all  fit  infants 
should  be  vaccinated  early  in  life;  should  danger  from 
smallpox  arise  in  adult  life  then  a  re -vaccination  can  be 
undertaken  with  little  discomfort  or  danger  from  serious 
complications.  In  other  words  the  chief  recommendation  for 
routine  infant  vaccination  is  that  it  minimises  the  hazards 
of  primary  vaccination  in  adult  life.  Here  perhaps  is  the 
place  to  mention  that  c ample te  protection  can  only  be 
obtained  by  periodical  re-vaccinations. 

Hew  does  our  infant  vaccination  rate  stand  today?  The 
truth  is  that  the  national  infant  vaccination  rate  is  little 
more  than  /{Qf/o  (4I/0  in  i960) .  The  rate  for  Area  5  is  75 
This  figure  includes  children  up  to  four  years  of  age  but 
the  majority  of  these  are  vaccinated  during  the  first  year 
of  lif  e. 


ORAL  VACCINE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  POLIOMYELITIS 

"Tens  of  millions  of  doses  of  oral  vaccine  have  been 
administered  in  many  countries,  and  the  evidence  so  far 
suggests  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  preventive  measures  that 
have  yet  been  devised  '  st  a  serious  disease"  (Editorial, 


British  Medical  Journal). 


In  the  autumn  of  I96I,  epidemic  poliomyelitis  occurred 
in  Kings  ton- upon-Hull;  there  were  84  confirmed  cases  of  which 
74  were  paralytic.  This  epidemic  appears  to  have  been 
dramatically  arrested  by  the  widespread  use  of  oral  vaccine. 

This  success  together  with  the  satisfactory  results  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  trial  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  Ministry’s  decision  to  adopt  the  oral 
(Sabin)  vaccine  for  routine  use  in  the  prevention  of 
poliomyelitis. 

After  entering  the  body  dangerous  strains  of  the 
poliomyelitis  virus  settle  doY/n  and  grow  in  the  intestinal 
tract.  Harmless  strains  taken  in  oral  vaccine  prevent  such 
growth;  in  this  way  the  oral  vaccine  not  only  gives  general 
protection  to  the  individual  but  also  eliminates  healthy 
intestinal  carriers  from  the  community. 

In  spite  of  the  somewhat  alarming  situation  caused  by 
epidemic  conditions  in  a  number  of  centres  in  England  in 
1961,  the  overall  incidence  of  the  disease  was  not  very 
dissimilar  to  that  of  1959  (considered  at  the  time  to  be  a 
"good"  year).  Figures  (England  and  Wales)  for  the  past 
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five  years  are  as  follows:- 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

1957 

4,481 

226 

1958 

1,992 

129 

1959 

1,002 

91 

I960 

578 

46 

1961 

1,086 

69  (uncorrected) 

N©  case£  of  poliomyelitis  w^?e  notified  in  Norfolk 
(Administrative  County)  ,  in  I96I. 


MEASLES  VAC  C  DTE. 

During  1961  765,848  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in 
England  and  Vales,  Over  the  years  there  has  "been  no  decline 
in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  which,  hearing  in  mind  its 
complications,  still  remains  a  major  threat  to  the  health  cf 
children*  In  the  autumn  of  I96I  the  first  trials  of  a  British 
vaccine  have  brought  the  abolition  of  measles  within  sight. 
However,  there  still  remains  a  good  deal  to  be  done  before 
the  vaccine  reaches  a  standard  of  perfection  which  will  make 
it  acceptable  for  general  use. 


HOPE  FOR  THE  SC  IDOL  CHILD. 

Investigations  are  going  on  regarding  the  use  of 
lozenges  as  a  vehicle  for  giving  reinforcing  doses  of 
diphtheria  toxoid  to  school  children.  The  results  so  far 
justify  further  study  of  this  method  of  immunisation. 

The  key  to  success  lies  in  the  presence  in  the  toxoid 
lozenges  of  a  substance  which  has  the  power  of  increasing 
the  rate  of  absorption  of  fluids  through  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth. 


IODINE  -  151. 

In  October  1961,  public  health  departments  throughout 
the  countiy  were,  for  the  first  time  in  histoiy,  faced  with 
the  problem  of  taking  practical  steps  to  control  a  radioactive 
hazard  on  a  national  scale. 

As  a  result  of  fall-out  from  Russian  nuclear  tests  it 
was  feared  that  radioactive  iodine  in  cows'  milk  might  reach 
a  level  constituting  a  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age.  Radioactive  iodine  (iodine  -  131)  when 
ingested  settles  in  the  thyroid  gland;  the  thyroid  gland  of 
newborn  infants  is  relatively  large  and  remains  ccnstant  in 
size  up  to  the  age  of  six  months.  Consequently  infants 
drinking  increasing  quantities  of  fresh  cows'  milk  would  be 
exposed  to  a  radiation  dose  greater  than  that  suffered  by 
older  children  and  adults. 

To  meet  this  danger  the  Minis tiy  of  Health  arranged  to 
supply  stocks  of  processed  milk  to  local  authorities  and 
detailed  arrangements  were  made  for  distribution,  through 
the  welfare  milk  schemes,  to  eligible  babies.  Fortunately 
the  need  to  put  this  scheme  into  practice  did  not  arise. 
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SUMMARY  OF  HEALTH  OF  TODNDHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DURING  1961. 


The  population  of  Yfymondham  Urban  District  at  mid-year  1961 
was  estimated  at  5 >900  and  is  based  on  the  census  population  of 
5>896  carried  out  in  April  of  that  year.  The  corrected  birth 
rate  (16.3)  was  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales  ( 17 • 4 ) 5  the 
corrected  death  rate'  (8.4)  was  also  lower  than  the  death  rate  for 
England  and  Y/ales  (l2.0). 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  nil.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  over  the  period  of  the  four  years  (l958-196l) ,  three  of  those 
years  have  shown  a  nil  return  under  Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  143  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  131  were 
recorded  at  measles.  There  were  seven  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever,  one  whooping  cough,  and  four  food  poisoning,  making  the 
total  of  143* 

The  tables  in  the  latter  part  of  this  report  provide 
detailed  statistical  information  concerning  the  health  of  the 
District  and  are  designed',  for  the  most  part,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


STAFF 

Mr.  F.R.  Hudson,  M.P.H.I.,  continued  duty  as  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  your  Council  throughout  the  year.  He 
was  assisted  by  Mr*  D.C*  Thompson,  P.H. I.E.B. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  mid-year  population  of 
V/ymondham  Urban  District,  in  19 61,  at  5,900.  The  Census  figure 
(April  1961)  was  5,896.  The  estimated  population  in  i960  was 
5,870. 


(b)  Births 


There  were  91  live  births  during  1961;  41  boys  and  50  girls. 
The  crude  birth  rate  was  15*4  compared  with  14*5  in  I960.  There 
were  no  still  births,  and  illegitimate  births  numbered  six. 


(c)  Deaths 


Deaths  numbered  54  compared  with  67  in  I960;  the  crude  death 
rate  was,  therefore,  9*2  compared  with  11. 4  in  I960.  There  were 
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no  deaths  of  persons  under  40  years  of  age  and  only  one  death  in 
the  40-49  age  group.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  (l6)  occurred 
in  the  age  group  80  -89  years;  there  were  15  deaths  in  the  age 
group  79 ~7 9  years  and  11  in  the  50— 69  age  group. 

The  principal  cause  of  death  was  from  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulation  (32);  deaths  from  cancer  were  10,  including  one 
from  cancer  of  the  lung;  there  was  one  case  of  suicide,  and  one 
death  resulting  from  a  motor  vehicle  accident. 


(d)  Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  f or  Wymondham  Urban  District  (deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births)  was  nil.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.4  (the  lowest  on  record).  The 
fact  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  Dymondham  has  been  recoided 
as  "nil"  in  three  of  the  four  years  1958-1961  calls  for  a  tribute 
to  be  paid  to  local  medical  prac titi oners,  nurses  and  all  those 
volunteers  who  work  unol:  trusively  in  the  cause  of  mothers  and 
infants. 


C OMMUN IC ABL E  DISEASES 

(u,)  One  hundred  and  forty-three  cases  of  communicable  diseases 
(excluding  tuberculosis)  were  notified  by  general  practitioners 
during  1961 ;  of  these,  131  were  notified  as  measles.  Of  the 
remaining  notifications,  seven  we  re  scarlet  fever,  one  whooping 
cough  and  four  food  poisoning. 


(b)  Diphtheria 

The  district  remained  free  from  this  disease  but  the  disease 
has  not  been  completely  suppressed  throughout  the  country;  there 
were  49  notifications  in  England  and  Wales  in  i960  with  5  deaths, 
but  the  national  diphtheria  immunisation  rate  for  children  under 
15  years  of  age  is  less  than  5 0%  (i960)  whereas  the  local  (Area  5) 
rate  is  between  60%  and  90 %. 


r  * 

(c)  Scarlet  Fever 


Seven  cases  were  notified,  the  same  number  as  in  I960.  The 
usual  control  measures  against  cases  and  contacts  are  carried  out 
particularly  where  food  handlers  are  involved. 
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One  case  was  notified.  Infant  immunisation  has  led  to  the 
suppression  of  this  disease. 


( e)  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified  in  Wymondham  Urban  District  and  there  was 
only  one  notification  received  in  the  whole  of  the  administrative 
county  of  Norfolk. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  of  children  continued  at  a  high 
level  and  the  vaccination  rate  amongst  eligible  adults  improved. 
Details  of  all  vaccinations  carried  out  since  the  scheme  was 
introduced  six  years  ago  are  shown  in  Table  20  appended  to  this 
Report, 

Oral  vaccine  for  the  control  of  epidemic  poliomyelitis  was 
used  in  England  for  the  first  time  in  1961. 


(f )  Dy senteiy 


No  cases  were  notified. 


(  g)  Tuberculo  sis 


•'It  is  well  to  recall  that  in  1921  over  eleven  hundred 
children  under  five  years  of  age  died  of  abdominal  tuberculosis, 
almost  certainly  contracted  by  drinking  infected  cow's  milk  in 
the  raw  state.  Now  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  amongst 
school  children  in  this  age  group  is  negligible  owing  to  the 
gradual  elimination  of  tuberculosis  from  dairy  herds  and  the 
growing  practice  of  pasteurizing  milk  before  it  is  marketed" 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Ministry  of  Health, 


i960). 


In  England  and  Dales  the  steady  decline  in  deaths  from  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis  continued  in  i960  5  deaths  were  eleven  per 
cent  less  than  in  1959«  hew  notifications  also  show  a  steady 
fall  year  by  year. 

In  Wymondham  Urban  District  there  was  one  new  notification  in 
1961.  Apart  from  the  investigation  of  ne?/  cases  and  their  contacts 
general  measures  include  mass  radiography  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  of 
senior  school  children. 


(h)  Cancer. 

The  number  of  cancer  deaths  in  Wymondham  Urban  District  was 


-  7  - 


ten  compared  with  7  in  i960,  or  10... per. .cent  of  the  total  deaths. 
Of  the  total  cancer  deaths,  only  one  was  caused  by  lung  cancer 
(a  male).  Table  14  shows  the  District  record  for  all  cancer 
deaths  and  lung  cancer  deaths  during  the  past  five  years.  From 
this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no  serious  increase  in 
lung  cancer  deaths  in  the  Wymondham  Urban  District. 


HOUSING 


Details  of  action  under  this  heading  are  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  (appended). 


The  policy  of  improving  pre-war  Council  houses  was  continued 
during  1961 ;  thirty  pre-war  Council  houses  v/ere  modernised  under 
this  scheme. 

During  the  year  nine  new  dwellings  were  built  by  the  Council 
and  nineteen  by  private  enterprise;  30 f0  of  the  dwellings  in  the 
Urban  Area  are  now  Council  owned.  Nevertheless  the.  list  of  live 
applications  for  Council  housing  in  the  Wymondham  District,  which 
now  stands  at  10 3 ,  shows  little  sign  of  diminishing,  Furthermore 
there  is  still  an  urgent  need  for  more  slum  clearance,  particularly 
in  the  Chandler's  Hill  area.  These  facts  indicate  the  need  to 
sustain  effort  in  the  clearance  of  sub-standard  houses  coupled  with 
provision  for  further  new  dwellings. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

A  detailed  description  of  the  Urban  District  headworks  and 
the  position  regarding  re-grouping  of  Water  Undertakings  is 
contained  in  the  appended  Report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  of  your  Council's 

water  supplies  continued  to  give  satisfactory  results  throughout 
the  year. 

,  -D00 either  I9f  l,  work  began  on  the  extension  of  wrater  mains 

to  tne  oilfield  division  of  the  Urban  District. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

fork  continued  throughout  the  year  cn  the  construction  of 
considerable  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Dereham 
Road.  The  new  works  (completed  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
Report)  allow  for  an  increase  in  population  up  to  7,500  persons. 


CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the 
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Council  and  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  kindness.  I  wish  also 
to  thank  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  the  Council  staff  for  the  generous  help  they  have  given  me 
throughout  the  year.  Finally  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Senior 
Clerk  and  staff  in  the  Norwich  office  for  their  loyalty  and 
efficiency  at  all  times  and  for  the  considerable  work  carried 
out  in  preparation  of  Annual  Reports* 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.E*  Holmes. 


Local  Health  Office, 
Aspland  Road, 

N  orwic  h„ 


.  ■ 


. 
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WYMO  NDHAM  URBAN  D ISTRIC  T 


Table  1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

79,740 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

5,900 

i  Rateable  Value 

£55,955 

1  Sum  produced  by  a  Penny  Rate 

£216 

Table  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS 


-  -  - 

Males 

F  emales 

Total 

Legitimate 

37 

48 

85 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Totals 

41 

_ _ 

50 

91 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  l,GOO  of  Estimated  Resident  Population* 


=  15.4 


Table  3.  STILL  BIRTHS 


n — - - - 

\  Males 

i 

Females 

Total 

j 

Legitimate  j 

— 

Illegitimate  j 

- 

— 

Totals  | 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  NIL 


Table  4.  TOTAL  BIRTHS 


i — 

Live 

Still 

Males 

. 

Females 

Total 

41 

50 

91 

i  •  Totals 

1 

41 

50 

91 

Table  5.  INFANT  DEATHS  . . 

(a)  Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

Females  j  Total 

_ : _ : : _ 1 _ 

- 

- 

••  •' 

- 

Totals 

- 

_ 

Inf ant' Mortality  Rates? 

Total  =  NIL  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Legitimate  =  NIL  (per  1,000  legitimate  births) 

Illegitimate  =  NIL  (per  1,000  illegitimate  births) 
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(b)  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  first  four 

weeks) 


i  Males 

1 

F  emal  es 

Total 

Legitimate  j 

— 

— 

Illegitimate  j 

- 

- 

_ 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  =  NIL 


(c)  Early  Neo -Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1  week) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

— 

Illegitimate 

- 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  =  NIL 


(d)  Perinatal  Mortality  ( Still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week) 


- 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

j   j 

Illegitimate 

t 

--  ■  ■■  --  ■ 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =  NIL 


Table  6.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

Males  -  4  Females  -  2  Total  -  6  =  6*5%  of  Total  Live  Births 

Table  7*  MATERNAL  DEPTHS  (including  abortion)  =  NIL 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  '=  NIL 

Table  8.  DEATHS  (All  ages) 


! 

Males  |  Females 

Total 

31  j  ■  23 

54 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  of  Estimated  Resident  Population) 

-  =9.2 

Table  9.  CiNJSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  =  NIL 


Table  10.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(according  to  Age  Groups) 


i 

■  -  • 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under 

1  year 

1 

and 

under  5 

— 

_ 

mm 

5 

n 

ii 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

n 

ii 

20 

— 

— 

mm 

20 

ii 

ii 

30 

— 

— 

mm 

50 

ii 

ii 

40 

- 

— 

mm 

40 

n 

ii 

50 

1 

— 

1 

50 

n 

n 

60 

5 

4 

9 

60 

ii 

ii 

70 

6 

3 

11 

70 

n 

ii 

80 

10 

5 

15 

80 

ii 

ii 

90 

7 

9 

16 

90 

n 

ii 

100 

- 

2 

2 

100 

and 

over 

— 

— 

Totals 

. . .  —  -  - - -  . 

»  ! 

23 

54 

- ; 
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Table  11.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar-General) 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

— 

— 

— 

3_.  Syphilitic  disease. 

- 

— 

4.  Diphtherial 

- 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  cough. 

- 

— 

■  - 

6,  Meningococcal  infection. 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

8.  Measles. 

— 

— 

9*  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

— 

1 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

1 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

- 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

*"* 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

4 

2 

6 

15.  Leukemia,  Aleukemia* 

— 

— 

16,  Diabetes. 

1 

— 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

6 

6 

12 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

7 

3 

10 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

5 

1 

4 

20,  Other  heart  diseases. 

5 

2 

5 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

— 

1 

1 

22,  Influenza, 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia, 

1 

3 

4 

24.  Bronchitis. 

1 

1 

2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

— 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

~ 

— 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

- 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

1 

- 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital"  malformations. 

- 

- 

- 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

2 

- 

2 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

— 

1 

1 

34,  All  other  accidents. 

— 

- 

- 

35.  Suicide. 

1 

- 

1 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  War. 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

51 

23 

54 

Table  12.  SUMMARY  OE  BIRTH  AM)  DEATH  RATES 


1955 

1956 

1957’ 

1958. 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Live  Births  (per  1,000  pop) 

Wymondham  U.D. 

Area  5* 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

(87) 

15.0 

14.3 

15.0 

(69) 

11.8 

14.2 

15.7 

(68) 

11.7 

13.3 

16.1 

(97) 

16.6 

14.9 

16,4 

(73) 

12.5 
13.7 

16.5 

(85) 

14.5 

14.1 

17.1 

(91) 

15.4 
14.2 

17.4 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 

total  births) 

(2) 

(2) 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(2) 

(Nil) 

'Wymondham  U.D0 

22.4 

28.2 

14.5 

10.2 

26.7 

23.0 

0.0 

Area  5» 

20.8 

23.7 

22.0 

9.9 

19.9 

20.7 

8.9 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

23.1 

23.0 

22.4 

21,2 

20.7 

19.7 

18. 7 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop) 

(75) 

(50) 

(57) 

(62) 

(75) 

(67) 

(54) 

Wymondham  U.D. 

13.0 

8. 6 

9.8 

10.6 

12.8 

11.4 

9.2 

Area  5. 

11.8 

11. '4 

!  11.1 

12.1 

12.4 

11.8 

12.4 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

H.7 

11.7 

11. 5 

.  . 

11.7 

11.6 

11.5 

12.0 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000 

live  births) 

(1) 

(1) 

(3) 

(Nil) 

(3) 

(Nil) 

(Nil) 

Wymondham  U.D, 

11.4 

14.5 

144.1 

0.0 

■  41.1 

0.0 

0.0 

Area  5, 

19.0 

20.8 

15.0 

8.3 

25.4 

14.1  1 

9.0 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

24.9 

23.8 

23.O 

22.5 

22.0 

21.7 

21.4 

NOTE;  1.  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Wymondham  U.I). 


2.  Area  5  comprises  Depwade  &  Loddon  R.Ds.  and  Diss  &  Wymondham  U.Ds, 
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Table  1%  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


i  1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Number  of  deaths. 

1  15 

4 

7 

14 

17 

7 

10 

Percentage  of  total  deaths. 

i  17.3 

8.0 

12.3 

22.6 

22.6 

10.4 

18.  5 

Table  14.  CANCER  DEATHS  DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

! 

. 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

D  eat  Its 

Lung 

Deaths 

Lung 

1961 

31 

5 

1 

•  25 

5 

I960 

38 

5 

— 

29 

.  2 

1959 

45 

10 

3 

30 

7 

«;  1 

1958 

33 

7 

2 

29 

7 

1 

1957 

29 

4 

- 

28 

3 

-  1 

Totals 

176 

1 — 1 
K\ 

6 

139 

.  24 

;  3 

Table  15.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING 

TUBERCULOSIS)  AC  CORDING  TO  ^.GE  GROUPS  -  Wymondham  -U.D. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  cough 
Pneumonia 

Eiysipelas 

Dysenteiy  (Sonne) 

Food  Poisoning 

Poliomyelitis 

_ 

Under 

1 

1-4 

yrs. 

1 5-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

Over 

25 

Total 

* 

- 

- 

: 

_ 

3 

44 

1 

- 

00 

I  1  I  1  !  1 

6 

" 

- 

4 

7 

131 

1 

4 

-1 

Totals  s  ]  48 

85  1  6 

4  i 

143  f 

Table  16.  INCIDBNC  E  OF  INF  EC  TIP  US  D ISEASES  ( EXCLUDING 

TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  ST  FIVE  YEARS  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


•  ’Vi 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

9 

5 

7 

7 

Measles 

141 

29 

13 

51 

131 

'..'hooping  cough 

26 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  ' 

1 

1 

— 

■  Eiysipelas' 

2 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

•  Dysenteiy  (Sonne) 

1 

- 

2 

13 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

- 

6 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

— 

2 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) 

1 

- 

• 

1  ! 

- 

totals 

178 

40 

30 

75  : 

143 
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Table  17.  DETAILS  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  LxxST 

FIVE  YEARS  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

Pulmonary 

Male 

1 

5 

Female 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

...  Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

1 

1 

Female 

- 

— 

- 

mm 

~ 

Wymondham  U.D , 

Total 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Area  5* 

Total 

17 

8 

7 

13 

12 

Table  18.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary 
immunisations  and  booster  injections  given 
during  the  last  five  years  in  -respect  of 
Area  5. 


Primary  In  j  ec  t i on  s 

Booster 

Inj  ections 

— 

Total 

Under 

Total 

Age 

Under 

Age 

.... 

1 

Under 

5 

5-14 

5 

5-14 

1961 

295 

498 

157 

89 

766 

1,510 

i960 

357 

472 

314 

27 

1,233 

2,046 

1959 

30  2 

466 

23 

20 

74 

583 

1958 

283 

401 

60 

28 

416 

905 

1957 

•347 

.  447 

76 

* 

54 

773 

_ _ _ 

1,350 

Table  19.  VACCINATION -AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of 
age)  during  the  last  five  years  resident  in  the 
District  and  Area  5,  are  shown  in  the  following 
table. 


wymondham  U.D 

4 

Area  5* 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1957. 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

Number  of 

live  births 
registered. 

Number  of 

68 

97 

73 

85 

91 

533 

599 

551 

567 

556 

vaccinations 
recorded 
(0-4  years). 

Percentage 

50 

53 

! 

69 

58 

51 

410 

445 

472 

50  8 

458 

vaccinated. 

73 

1  , 

55 

92 

68 

56 

77 

74 

86 

03 

VO 

82 
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Table  20.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 


The  following  is  the  number  of  primary 
immunisations  and  booster  injections  given 
in  Area  5  during  the  last  five  years. 


Primary 

Booster  (3rd) 

Booster  (4th) 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Age 

0-4 

5-14 

0-4 

5-14 

5-11 

1961 

601 

535 

2,068 

427 

228 

824 

3,017 

1960 

397 

227 

853 

660 

566 

1,656 

— 

1959 

593 

677 

2,220 

1377 

3,261 

864 

- 

1958 

1,648 

3.159 

154 

32 

1,204 

2 

- 

1957 

197 

1,115 

— 

~ 

— 

Table  21.  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  Y/HDOPING  COUGH 

The  following  is  the  number  of  whooping  cough 
primary  immunisations  recorded  in  Area  5» 
Although  whooping  cough  was  included  in  the 
County  Council's  immunisation  sc  home  in  May, 
1953 ,  notification  was  on  a  voluntary  basis 
until  August  1957,  when  the  combined  vaccine 
(diphtheria/whooping  cough)  was  officially 
approved. 


Year 

Under  1 

Age  1-4 

Age  5- 14 

Totals 

1961 

291 

300 

26 

617 

I960 

368 

100 

124 

592 

1959 

318 

227 

16 

561 

1958 

265 

106 

8 

379 

1957 

329 

89 

7 

425 

Table  22.  BMUNISATION  AGAINST  TETANUS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  tetanus 
immunisations  recorded  in  Area  5  during  the 
last  three  years.  Immunisation  against  this 
disease  was  included  in  the  County  Council's 
immunisation  scheme  in  September  1958* 


Year 

Primary 

Booster 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

v— , 

1 — 

os 

CD 

Age 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1961 

282 

329 

1,651 

580 

73 

80 

63 

I960 

374 

198 

1,823 

691 

27 

56 

87 

1959 

307 

258 

218 

_ 

144 

11 

23 

39 

/ 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wymondham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1961. 

STAFF 


Your  Public  Health  Inspector  holds  in  addition  the  appointments  of  Highway 
Surveyor,  Building  Surveyor  and  Petroleum  Inspector  and  has  the  services  of  an 
assistant  (qualified  as  a  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the  25th  March  1961)  and  a 
male  Clerk, 

HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance. 


During  the  year  under  review  two  (2)  families,  comprising  eight  (8)  persons 
were  displaced  from  unfit  houses  and  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  a  terrace  of  four  houses  in  Fairland  Street. 


Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act  1957. 


Number  of  undertakings  given  by  owners  and  accepted  by  the  Council 
to  carry  out  work  to  make  houses  fit  for  habitation  ...  ... 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Nil 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

2 


Informal  Proceedings  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


New  Housing  Progress. 

During  the  year  28  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied,  nine  by  the 
Council  and  Nineteen  by  private  enterprise. 

The  position  with  regard  to  post-war  housing  at  the  31st  December  1961  was 
that  a  grand  total  of  56 0  units  of  habitation  had  been  completed  and  occupied, 

13  temporary  and  333  permanent  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  and  192  by  private 
enterprise.  The  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  are  made  up  as  follows :- 


11. 

4-Bedroom 

houses. 

162. 

3-Bedroom 

houses  (including  Warden' s  House). 

30. 

30. 

2-Bedroom 

1-Bedroom 

flats)  Duplex  houses, 

flats)  * 

24. 

2-Bedroom 

flats 

4. 

1-Bedro om 

flats 

33. 

2-Bedro om 

bungalows 

29. 

1-Bedroom 

bungalows 

15. 

2-Bedroom 

temporary  bungalows 

2. 

2-Bedroom 

flats  over  shops 

8. 

2-Bedroom 

houses. 

1 


4-Bedroom 

Accommodation 


3-Bedroom 

Accommodation 


2 -Bedroom 
.accommodation 


l-3edroom 
^-.ccommodat  ion 


11.  162.  132.  63. 

For  the  information  of,  the  Council  details  of  pre-war  housing  are  as  follows 

4-Bedr'oom  accommodation-  3-3edroom  2-Bedroom 

Houses.  Flats.  Accommodation  Accommodation 

4.  227  *  29 

x  Includes  Council  Offices  Flat, 
x  Includes  Manor  House,  Bridewell  Street. 

Includes  la  Cottages  -  Rattle  Row,  Rose  Cottage  -  Pople  Street,  3  Cottages  - 
Skippers  Row,  Glendale-  and  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Flatten  which  had  one 
bedroom  converted  into  a  bathroom. 

Total  Housing  Accommodation  in  the  District. 

At  the  31st  March  1962,  the  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Urban  Area  was 
°71  including  those  occupied  in  connection  with  a  business,  i.e.  shops, 
licensed  premises,  and  hote  Is  etc. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  including  sub-standard 
houses  in  temporary  use  was  632  which  is  equivalent  to  30/b  of  the  total. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act.  1959 

Grants  for  modernising  and  Improving  Housing  -accommodation . 

(a)  Pre-War  Council  Houses. 


Thirty  pre-war  houses,  12  at  Vimy  Ridge  and  18  at  Silfield  Crescent  were 
modernised  during  the  year  by  installing  baths,  lavatory  basins,  new  sinks  and 
draining  boards  and  gas  Multi-point  water  heaters  etc.  ^ 

In  January  1961  the  Council  purchased  a  property  known  as  Long  Villa  in 
Fairland  Street.  This  was  adjacent  to  property  that  had  been  purchased  by  the 
C°uncil  before  the  far  and  used  for  housing  two  families.  Plans  were  approved  by 
ohe  Council  for  converting  the  whole  of  the  property  into  six  self-contained  units 
oi  habitation  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  of  conversion  was  well  in  hand, 

(b)  Privately  Owned  Houses. 

^  During  the  year  ten  houses  were  improved  and  modernised  under  the  House 
Purchase  an-d  Housing  Act  1939;  two  with  Discretionary  Grants  and  eight  with 
Standard  Grants.  •  •  • 

Discretionary  Grants. 


Average  Grant  per  dwelling  £2Ab.ip.6d. 


2 


Standard  Grants. 


Year. 

No.  of  Houses  Modernised 

Total  Amount 

or  improved. 

of  Grants. 

£•  s «  d • 

1959. 

1. 

105.  0.  0. 

I960. 

3. 

247.  13.  2. 

1961. 

8. 

746.  9.  6. 

12. 

£1099.  2.  8. 

Average  Grant  per  dwelling  £91. 11. lid. 


Grouped  Homes  for  Old  People. 

The  Grouped  Homes  Scheme  at  Standley  Court  continued  to  function  smoothly  and 


efficiently.  The  table  gives  an  indication 
provided  are  made  use  of. 

of  the 

extent  to  which 

the 

services 

1958. 

1959. 

I960. 

1961. 

Calls  for  assistance  by  alarm  bells  ... 

14. 

28. 

18. 

21 

Doctors,  called  ...  ...  ...  ... 

21. 

3.1. 

23. 

33. 

General  Assistance  ...  ...  . . .  ) 

109. 

96. 

38. 

183. 

General  Assistance  on  instructions  of  G.P's) 

14. 

4. 

22. 

Chimney  Fires 

3. 

2. 

2. 

- 

Use  of  visitors  beds  (number  of  nights) 

30. 

17. 

30. 

7. 

Deaths  •••  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••• 

4. 

1. 

2. 

- 

Marriages  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Demand  for  New  Houses. 

1. 

The  register  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  from  persons  residing  or 
working  within  the  Urban  District  showed  103  live  applications  as  at  the  31st 
December  1961.  The  details  of  these  applications  are  set  out  below  along  with  the 
figures  for  the  previous  four  years. 


1937. 

1958. 

1959. 

I960. 

1961. 

Childless  families. 

30. 

16. 

23. 

12. 

17. 

Families  with  1  child. 

27. 

22. 

30. 

29. 

24. 

Families  with  2  or  more  children. 

22. 

13. 

21. 

28. 

27. 

Old  people  requiring  bungalows. 

43. 

31. 

25. 

29. 

33. 

Totals. 

122. 

82. 

99. 

98. 

103. 

Overcrowding, 


Housing  Act 

Bedroom 

Standard. 

Standard. 

Cases  remaining  on  register  -  31. 12.60 

3. 

6. 

Cases  reported  1.1. 6l  -  31.12. 6l 

1. 

3. 

Cases  abated  1.1. 61  -  31. 12.61 

>  ■ 

(a)  by  action  of  Local  Authority. 

1. 

1. 

(b)  otherwise. 

1. 

2. 

Total  remaining  at  31. 12.61. 

2. 

6. 
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WATER 

Tov:n  Supply  . . 

The  statutory  supply  area  of  the  Urban  Council's  water  undertaking  is  the 
whole  oi'  the  Urban  District  and  approximately  950  acres  within  the  Rural  District 
of  Forehoe  &  Henstead.  In  addition  about  18,840,530  gallons  of  water  is  supplied 
in  bulk  annually  to  the  latter  Rural  District. 

t 

The  total  mileage  of  mains  under  the  control  of  the  Council  is  23  miles. 

The  puraping  station  is  situated  at  Wicklewood  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Forehoe  &  Henstead.  The  headworks  comprise  five  12"  boreholes  approximately  300 
it.  in  depth.  Each  borehole  is  capable  of  yielding  10,000  gallons  per  hour.  The 
nor?ial  average  rest  level  is  73’ 7"  and  the  pumping  level  (at  8,000  g.p.h.)  93 1 6" . 
l he  concrete  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  240,000  gallons,  the  top  water-level 
being  226  ft.  above  ordnance  datum.  The  water  is  softened,  aerated  and  chlorinate 
The  capacity  of  the  "Permutit"  Base  Exchange  Softening  Plant  per  regeneration  was 
designed  for  101,800  gallons  of  raw  water  with  a  hardness  of  26.2°  to  be  reduced 
to  zero  and  giving  an  output  of  139,000  gallons  of  blended  water  with  a  residual 
hardness  of  7  .  Chlorination  of  the  water  supply  is  by  an  automatic  gas  type 
instrument  in  phase  with  the  pumps. 


During  the  year  the  average  daily  output  of  the  pumping  station  was  329,112  - 
gallons  blended  water  rising  during  peak  demand  periods  to  a  maximum  of  397,628 
gallons  blended  water. 

Re-grouping  of  Y/ater  Undertakings. 

In  November  19_6l  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Constituent  authorities 
(South  Norfolk  Group)  was  addressed  by  two  officials  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  who  outlined  the  merits  of  a  Water  Board  e.g.  greater 
quantities  of  water  of  uniform  quality,  consistency  of  supply  and  pressure  and 
control  by  expert  staff.  They  stated  the  Ministers  contention  that  in  the  future 
a  Water  Board  could  prove  less  costly  than  the  administration  of  a  number  of 
smaller  local  authority  schemes.  4  resolution  was  passed  at  this  meeting  calling 
on  the  local  authorities  concerned  to  make  a  final  decision,  before  the^next 
meeting  to  be  held  in  February,  as  to  wheth  r  or  not  they  agreed  to  the  submission 
to  the  minister  of  an  Order  for  the  constitution  of  a  Joint  Water  Board  for  the 
South  Norfolk  Group. 

-  -  Your  Public  Health  Committee,  at  its  meeting  in  December,  gave  further 
consideration  to  this  matter  and,  having  regard  to  the  inevitability  of  a  Board 
being  set  up  resolved  that  the  Council  be  recommended  to  support  the  proposal  to 
submit  to  the  Minister  an  Order  for  the  constitution  of  a  Joint  Water  Board  for 
the  South  Norfolk  Group. 

Extension  of  Mains. 

Ministry  approval  was  obtained  during  the  year  for  a  scheme  to  lay  water 
mains  in  Si 1 fie Id  Street.  The  successful  Contractors  were  Messrs.  ^.J.  'Holloway 
who  commenced  work  on  the  5th  December, 

Softening  Plant. 

There  was  a  gradual  falling  off  of  efficiency  of  the  plant  during  the  year. 
The  output  ol'  Zero  Hardness  Water  in  December  1961  had  fallen  to  approximately 
61,140  gallons  per  regeneration.  In  December  i960  the  figure  was  86,759  gallons 
per  Regeneration. 

Representatives  of  the  Permutit  Company  visited  the  works  during  the  year 
taking  samples  of  Resin  and  Qf  the  Raw  Water,  but  the  firm  was  unable -to  submit 
their  report  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  reported  in  December  that  a 
meeting  would  be  held  early  in  the  New  Yec.r  at  which  representatives  of  the 
Consulting  Engineers  and  the  Permutit  Company  would  be  present. 

Sampling,  . .  . 


A  total  of  21  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  sections  of'  the 
distribution  system  for  bacterialogical  examination  and  in  each  case  the  result 
was  satisfactory. 
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Details  of  a  full  chemical  analysis  of  the  rav;  water  is  given  on  Folio  9 
along  with  a  summary  of  the  Headworks  weekly  reports. 

SEWERAGE  &  SM  DISPOSAL. 

Sewage  Disposal  Yforks. 

Work  on  the  new  section  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was  nearing  completion 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  was  anticipated  that  the  whole  of  the  work  would 
be  completed  by  July  1962  (contract  completion  date). 

The  details  of  the  works  when  completed  will  be  as  follows 

2  new  Detritus  Tanks  with  Screens. 

2  new  upward  flow  Settlement  Tanks,  capacity  71,400  gals. 

2  existing  upward  flow  Settlement  Tanks,  capacity  45,000  gals. 

4  new  Filter  Beds,  capacity  2,410  cub.  yds. 

3  existing  Filter  Beds,  capacity  1,090  cub.  yds. 

2  new  Humus  Tanks,  capacity  36,700  gals. 

2  existing  Humus  Tanks,  capacity  9,140  gals. 

10  new  Sludge  Beds,  area  1,335  sq,  yds. 

3  new  Storm  Tanks,  capacity  99,670  gals. 

The  works  have  been  designed  to  treat  an  ultimate  dry  weather  flow  of 
325,000  gals,  which  would  allow  for  an  increase  in  population  up  to  a  total  of 
7,500  persons. 

Sewerage  System. 

Four  stoppages  occurred  in  the  Silfield  Road  Sewer  during  the  year,  one 
caused  by  children  putting  potatoes  down  a  W.C. 

A  more  serious  stoppage  occurred  in  the  Bridewell  Street  Sewer  in  November. 
This  proved  difficult  to  clear  and  the  cause  was  not  found. 

S'ewa-ge  Disposal  (Spooner  Row) 

The  small  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Spooner  Row  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Cesspools. 

Your  Council  has  no  scheme  in  operation  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools; 
arrangements  are  made  with  the  adjoining  Rural  District  Council  to  empty  cesspool 
when  necessary;  the  owners  of  properties  concerned  paying  the  R.D.C.  direct  for 
the  service. 

Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  One 
motor  vehicle,  a  12  cub.  yd.  "Karrier"  continued  to  give  good  service. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  give  a  fortnightly  service  to  ten 
properties  in  the  Dykebeck  locality  which  were  previously  outside  the  limits  of 
collection. 

Details  of  the  areas  covered  by  a  collection  service  are  as  follows 
1.  Weekly  Collection  of  Household  Refuse. 

Norwich  Road  -  as  far  as  "Old  Oak"  Public  House 
Browick  Road  -  as  far  as  the  Council  Houses 
Silfield  Road  -  as  far  as  Coil's  Farm. 

London  Road  -  including  the  2  cottages  near  Longfields  house 
Cavick  Road  -  as  far  as  "Johnsons"  Farm 

To  the  north  of  the  Town,  Tuttles  Lane  is  roughly  the  limit  of  collection. 
Number  of  Bins  emptied  weekly  -  1704 
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2.  Fortnightly  Collection  -  Dykebeck  Road. 

Number  of  Bins-  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

3.  Monthly  Collection  of  Tins  &  Bottles  Only. 

Spooner  Row/Suton  area  .  143  bins 

Silfield/Browick  area  .  91  bins 

In  December  1961  the  Council  called  for  a  report  to  be  submitted  early  in 
the  New  Year  on  the  possibility  of  extending  the  monthly  collection  to  the 
Downham  locality, 

fail  closets  within  the  weekly  collection  area  are  emptied  by  the  refuse 
collectors;  the  number  is  now  77. 

Trade  and  domestic  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council's  Strayground  Lane 
tip.  Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  as  and  when  suitable  and  sufficient 
covering  material  is  available. 

Inspection  &  Supervision  of  Food. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  food  premises  of  all  types 
during  the  year  under  review.  The  number  of  visits  was  78. 

Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Urban  District. 


Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  . . .  .  . .  7 
Grocers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 
Fishmongers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
Greengrocers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  £ 
Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 
Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  * 


Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Focd  &  Drugs  Act  1955. 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  etc.  ...  ...  ...  8 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream .  Nil 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream .  21 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  I960. 

Milk  Dealers'  Licences. 

The  above  regulations  transfer  the  responsibility  for  the  issue  of  all  milk 
dealers  licences  to  the  food  and  drugs  authority  as  from  1st  January  1961. 


A  list  of  licences  issued  by  your  Council  annually  were  forwarded  to  the 
N.C.C,  for  renewal. 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  1930  -  Milk  &  Dairies. 

Registration  of  Distributors. 


ihere  are  3  traders  in  the  Town  registered  under  the  above  Act  as  milk 
distributors. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947-1952. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  district  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream. 

Food  &  Drugs  Act. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  as  a  result  of  informal  action  during 
the  year:- 

Fish  Shop  -  additional  sink  with  hot  and  cold  water  provided. 

0afe  “  Decoration  and  general  improvement. 
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Pood  Condemned. 


2  No.  6  lbs.  tin  Corned  Beef 
1  No.  12  oz.  tin  Corned  Beef 

— -  •  6  No.  4  lb.  tins  Chopped  Pork 
44  lbs.  Coconut  Mallows 
1  No.  4  lb.  tin  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
4^  lbs.  Ham 
It  lbs.  Ox  Kidney 

3  tins  Grapefruit 

4  No.  1  lb.  tins  Ox  Tongue 

The  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  &  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956. 

No  action-  was  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year. 
Factories . 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numjer  of  factories  in  the  district 
together  with  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  found  in  the  course  of  inspection 
of  the-  various  premises. 


'  i  ' 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities . . . . 

2. 

6. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in 
.  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. ............. 

57. 

101. 

3. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 

.  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers'  premises) 

20. 

180. 

6. 

[ 

i. .  ..  : .  ■  Total.  ..... 

79. 

287. 

9. 

- 

Number  of  cases  in  w.’hich 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2) . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) ...... . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(s.y . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) . 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient.. . 

6. 

6. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective . 

3. 

3. 

— 

— 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes . 

— 

*• 

—• 
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Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) . 

1 

Total . 

9. 

9. 

- 

- 

r 


Rodent  Control. 


The  Council' 3  trained  rodent  operative  left  his  employment  early  in  the 
year  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  replace  him. 

An  arrangement  was  made  however  with  a  pensioner,  used  to  this  class  of 
work,  to  carry  out  rodent  control  work  as  and  when  required. 


Set  out  below  is  a  copy  of  the  report  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  &  Food  n  the  performance  of  the  Council's  functions  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  of  Property 

N 

d  n  -  a  g  r 

l  c  u  1  t  u 

r  a  1 

“* t 

L.a. 

Dwelling- 

House 

Business. 

Tot--l  of 
Cols.  (1) 

(2)  &  (3). 

Agricult 

-ural 

Number  of  properties  in 

L.A's  District, 

i 

8. 

1921. 

292. 

2221. 

70. 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of  notification. 

1. 

I 

co* 

K'n 

7. 

46. 

1. 

Number  of  such  properties  found 
to  be  infested  by;- 
,  (l!ajor 

1. 

6. 

5. 

12. 

Common  rat 

,  (Miqor 

- 

32. 

2. 

36. 

- 

(major 

Mice 

(Miner 

— 

- 

2. 

2. 

- 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of  survey  under 
the ;ACt. 

6. 

A  22. 

2. 

430. 

Number  of  such  properties  found 

to  be  infested  by:- 

i  n  1  4.  (Major 

Common  rat  ) .  . 

(Minor 

2. 

14- . 

16. 

1. 

62. 

- 

63. 

- 

|  To'al  number  of  properties 

otherwise  inspected. 

8. 

868. 

94.  : 

970. 

15. 

Numoer  of  such  properties  found 
to  be  infested  by:- 
( Major 

1. 

1. 

ComrnJon  rat  (-Minor 

- 

8. 

- 

8. 

- 

( Major  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Miod  .  ( Minor 

1. 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sections  11,  111.&  IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A.  , 

5. 

123. 

1 

7. 

135. 

Number  of  "Block"  control 
schemes  carried  out 

9. 

f 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
/  Your  obedient  Servant, 

•  R.F.  Hudson, 
i« 1 .  A .  -  .  N ,  1 . 
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•  Summary  of  Water  Officer's  Vveekly  Reports  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1961. 
Total  gallons  pumped  during  year  ...  ...  ...  124,722,000 

'll 

Zero  Softened  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  70,641,000 


Water  pumped  for  processing  purposes: 

Blended  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  49,485,100 

Rinsing  Water  ) 

Washing  water  )  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,595,900 

Prolonged  Wash) 

Salt  consumed  during  the  year:  374  tons.  17  cwts. 


Consumption : 

Parish  of  Hingham  ...  ...  . . . 

Wymondham,  IvLorley,  Spooner  Row  ana  Suton.  .  . 
Average  daily  consumption  of  Hingham 
Average  daily  consumption  of  Wymondham  etc. 


18,840,530 
101,285,570 
51 , 618 
277,494 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER. 

Sample  received  from  the  wymondham  Urban  District  Council.  18th  December,  1961. 
Marked:  Public  Supply,  High  Oak,  Wicklewood. 

Appearance  when  received:  Clear;  Brown  Deposit 

Nature  of  Deposit:  .  Iron  Compounds,  Traces  Organic  Debris 

Colour:  Nil.  Odour:  Nil. 

Reaction:  Neutral  pH  6.8.  Taste:  Slightly  Ferruginous. 

RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  PILLION. 


# 


f 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen 

0.05 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

0.01 

Nitrate  nitrogen 

Nil 

Hardness  as  CaCO-,: 

Total :  335 
Carbonate  (temporary)  315 
Non-carbonate  (permanent)  20 


Nitrite  nitrogen  Nil 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  18 


Oxygen  absorbed  (4 

Sulohate  as  SO. 

4 

Silica  as  SiO^ 
Fluorine  as  F 
Calcium  as  Ca 
Magnesium  as  .  g 
Sodium  as  Na 


hr. 27°C. )  0.35 

25 

15.  6 
0.2 
126 

4 

26 


Alkalinity  as  CaCO,. 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

Total  solids  (at  180°  C) 

Iron  (total) 

Metals  in  solution 

(other  than  iron) 


Carbonate 


as  CO^ 


Nit rate 


as  NO 


3 


315 

66 

415 

0.90 


Trace 


190 

Nil 


OPINION 


This  water  is 
sign  of  pollution, 
a  little  reduction 
other  respects  the 


of  very  good  organic  quality  and  the  analysis  as  a  whole  shows  no 
As  compared  with  the  previous  analysis  (our  Cert.  M, 327)  there  is 
in  the  total  hardness,  which  now  approxina  tes  to  23^  Clark.  In 
mineral  content  of  the  water  has  hardly  changed. 


a  trace  of  iron  was  present  in  the  water  giving  rise  to  a  rusty  deposit.  If 
the  iron  is  removed  from  this  water  by  appropriate  treatment,  it  should  then  in  our 
opinion  be  suitable  for  use  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 


4 


f 
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